
 

 

Do Main-Belt Asteroids 
Change Colors? 

 by 
Tyler Linder  

Astronomical Research Institute 

Tyler Linder of the Astronomical Research 
Institute  will be featured at the April meet-
ing of the Saint Louis Astronomical Society. 
The meeting will be held via Zoom online 
conference only. The meeting and lecture 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, April 15. 
Zoom access information is below. 

     Asteroids are chunks of metal, rock, or 
metal/rock mixtures that orbit the Sun. Most 
orbit in the “Main Belt” between Mars and 
Jupiter, but a few have elongated paths that 
cross Earth’s orbit. Most are less than a few 
miles across. They are typically shades of 
gray, but instruments attached to large tele-
scopes reveal slight coloring. The large, 98 

inches across, telescope used for the Sloan 
Digital Sky Survey (SDSS) recorded chang-
es in color for some asteroids. Mr. Linder 
has been studying the SDSS color variability 
for over five years as part of his Ph.D thesis 
research. He will present the current under-
standing of this problem and the planned 
observing method to be able to answer the 
question, “Do main-belt asteroids change 
color?” 

        Tyler Linder Tyler is a Ph.D candidate 
at the University of North Dakota. For the 
past decade he has managed the Astronomi-
cal Research Institute’s southern hemisphere 
facet of their Near-Earth Asteroid observa-
tions program at Cerro Tololo Inter-
American Observatory (CTIO) in Chile.  

Upcoming Meetings 2022 
May - George Silvis - Very bright Milky Way 
supernova - AAVSO member  
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THE EVENT HORIZON     

Joining a Zoom Conference 
Meeting: Everyone can join! 
No Computer Required! 
 
Joining us for a Zoom Conference is easy!   
All you need is any of the following: Com-
puter, desktop or laptop, smartphone, OR any 
regular phone!  The meeting will be open 
from 6:30-11pm.  The extra time is to allow 
socializing before or after the meeting 
 

Below is the invitation to join: 
To join Zoom Meeting for SLAS Regular 
Meeting with computer or smartphone:  
Just click the link below: 
https://zoom.us/j/8604505790 
Meeting ID: 860 450 5790 
Dial by ANY phone using your  location 
(any phone will work) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        Meeting ID: 860 450 5790 
 

SLAS Homemade Fest will be held on Saturday 
April 23rd at the Kirkwood Community Center!  

Mark your calendar! See inside for details. 

MSRAL Convention: June 3-5 @ Jefferson College 
Observatory and Washington University!  

Mark your calendar! See inside for details. 

https://zoom.us/j/8604505790
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President’s Corner  
by  

Jim Small 

It’s time for Homemade Fest!  We haven’t held it since 
2019!  I’m SURE there are PLENTY of great projects and 
ideas you have worked on since then.  I hope we have a 
bunch of nice presentations showing off what you’ve been 
up to during all this time.  It doesn't matter the kind of pro-
ject you did.  It could be some software you have worked 
with or wrote, devices you built or learned how to use, tele-
scopes you’ve made or modified… whatever!  We will 
meet in the large room 300 at the Kirkwood Community 
Center.  There is an elevator to that floor and there are carts 
available to help you with any equipment you wish to bring 
in.  We will also set up a couple of tables for an impromptu 
swap meet as well.  If you cleaned out your basement and 
have something to trade or sell, bring it along!  SLAS 
might also have some telescopes for sale as we have had a 
plethora of scopes donated the last few months.  Looking 
forward to it!  It will be great to see everyone in person!  
AND don’t forget about the Door prizes!! 

MSRAL 2022 is rolling right along.  It looks like we will 
have a decent conference!  Registration is open and people 
are starting to sign up.  Be sure to get signed up yourself!  
Again, if you would like to help us with the event, we are 

meeting weekly with the next meeting at 6 pm on Monday, 
April 18. Here is the MSRAL page (including registration)
on the SLAS website:  
https://slasonline.org/events/msral 

   We have been getting a number of telescopes donated (I 
think people have been cleaning house during the pandem-
ic!) Because of the number, we will likely have scopes for 
sale soon.  The January back issue might hold ads for some 
of those.  The current possibilities include a Celesctron 
100mm refractor, two 8” Meade SCT’s, a Meade ETX 90, 
a Meade 60mm refractor, and others.  A list will go out 
once we have determined what we will sell.  Some might 
be available at Homemade Fest 

Nominations for Elections will take place at the April 
meeting.  John Newcomer’s board member at large posi-
tion will be open as he will not be running again.  Current 
people willing to serve again include President: Jim Small, 
Vice President: Brad Waller, Secretary: Mark Jones, Hospi-
tality: Larry Campbell, BMAL: open 
   It’s exciting to get back to a somewhat normal situation 
and to be meeting with the public at Star Parties once 
again.  Perhaps the regular meetings will go back to meet-
ing in person soon! 
Hope to see you soon!     ...Jim Small 

 Mark Your Calendars Now! Meeting IN PERSON!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Kirkwood Community Center, Room 300, Kirkwood Park 

 

 

Enter by the flagpole, doors open at 5:00pm to unload equipment, elevator available. 
Bring items for swap meet!!  Bring SLAS Memorabilia!  Please arrive early. 

We will begin eating as soon as the food is ready.  Since dinner is potluck, everyone is asked 
to bring a dish.  The club will furnish the beverages, bread, paper plates, utensils, etc. 

The formal opening and presentations will begin at approximately 6: 45 p.m. 

The cleverness, creativity and talent of our members is truly impressive. So bring a favorite 
dish, have a great meal, then sit back and enjoy some fun presentations. 

See Bradley Waller if you wish to make a presentation! Computer and projector will be  
available to use.  Tell us about anything related to astronomy.   Perhaps a new item or  

process you bought, built, or learned how to use! 

https://slasonline.org/events/msral
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Unitron 114 Telescope for Sale 

60MM Objective 900MM focal length Unitron model 114 refractor telescope on a wooden tripod with an altazi-
muth mount.   

The mount has slow motion controls.  The telescope is probably 1950’s vintage, and has seen some damage and has 
some missing parts.  The telescope has been repaired to working condition, and substitute parts made where needed.  
The finder scope is missing the eyepiece.  Included is the tube assembly, the mount, a focuser extension tube with adapt-
er for .965” eyepieces, wooden box (labeled “114” which looks designed for the tripod head).  No eyepieces are includ-
ed. $200  

Unitron 220A Camera for sale 

This camera was meant for use on Unitron refractors and is a collectible for those interested in old astrophotography 
equipment.  It appears to be in working condition.  It comes with the camera body, 3 removable film mounts, and a 
wooden box for storing it. $100 

Unitron Unihex eyepiece turret 

Mounts in the draw tube for a Unitron refractor and has spots for five .965” and one 1.25” eyepieces.  Has extension 
tube that threads onto the turret and slides into the draw tube.  Note: the tube is not 1.25” diameter, so the turret will 
need a different extension tube or adapter for use with standard 1.25” draw tubes.  Does not come with a wooden case. 
$125 

Unitron Eyepieces   

40MM Monochro 1.25” $45  H 25MM .965” $45  K 18MM .965” $45 

K12.5 .965” $45   9MM Symacc .965” $45 5MM Ortho .965” $45 

Contact Greg Rigelman at gregrigelman@sbcglobal.net or 636-484-4293 

GOT ITEMS FOR SALE?  Put an ad in The Event Horizon!  Members may run ads 
for free for three months, non-members for $10.  Photos will help.  Send info to 
Jim Small at newsletter @ slasonline.org.  The January back issue will have a 
number of ads.  You may also bring items to Homemade fest for a swap meet! 
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Stargazing Season at Francis Park  
Begins April 6 

by  
Bill Breeden 

   This year, stargazing at Francis Park is presented in 
memory of Glennon E. Greenway (1947-2016). Glenn was 
a long-time SLAS member who enjoyed helping us each 
month at Francis Park, and Mercury was one of his favorite 
objects to share. All are welcome to join us! Stop by and 
look at the Moon or bring your observing gear. This event 
is scheduled near the First Quarter Moon each month. We 
provide views of craters, mountains, and shadows on the 
Lunar surface. We share telescope views of planets when 
they are visible. You may even be able to see the moons of 
Jupiter and Saturn, or a distant double star! This is a public 
outreach event, and Francis Park is a popular place for 
walking, jogging, and sporting events. We sometimes draw 
quite a crowd, so you may wish to wear a mask and practice 
social distancing if this would make you or your visitors 
more comfortable. 
   We set up in Francis Park in south St. Louis city, at 
Tamm Ave. & Itaska St.  Events will be canceled for unfa-
vorable weather or sky conditions. 
   Our Wednesday night stargazing at Francis Park runs 
from 7PM until 9:30PM on these dates this year: 
   April 6, May 4, June 8, July 6, August 3, August 31, Sep-
tember 28, and October 5, 2022. 

Won’t you join us? 

Don’t Wait Any Longer!! Nominations for 
Special Awards for 2022 is open.  Dead-
line is May 1. 
   The deadline for Special Award nominations is May 1st. 
Please submit your nominations for this years winners in 
the following categories; 
 
The Albert M. Obrecht, Founders Award: given to a 
board or committee person for their service to SLAS  
The Lois D. Fitter Outreach Award: given to a SLAS 
member with the most dedicated or most improved public 
outreach impact as a participant or coordinator  
The Richard D. Schwartz Supportive Faculty Award: 
the Supportive Faculty Award should be given to a local 
educator at K-12 or college level who supports the mission 
of SLAS by providing astronomy-related talks to SLAS or 
the St Louis area. The nominee does not have to be SLAS 
member.  
The Robert E. Cox Popular Astronomy Award: given to 
a local amateur who publishes or produces work recognized 
at a regional or national level or having major contribution 
to popularizing astronomy at the regional or national level.  
The Alfred L. Woods Mentoring Award: given to a 
SLAS member for mentorship in astronomy, telescope and 
gadget making to fellow amateurs.  
 
   The requirements and instructions for submission of 
“Special Award” nominations can be found on the SLAS 
website homepage [www.SLASonline.org]  at the bottom 
of the “Membership” menu.  Here is a direct link: 
https://www.slasonline.org/membership/special-awards 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 3 - Sunday, June 5 

Jefferson College Observatory 

Washington University 

Registration is LIVE! 

This is an IN-Person event! 

For more information and to complete the  
registration, visit the MSRAL 2022 page on our 

website at  

https://www.slasonline.org/events/msral 

https://www.slasonline.org/membership/special-awards
https://www.slasonline.org/events/msral
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FOR SALE $1,200 - Celestron Nexstar 8SE Schmidt-Cassegrain Goto 
Telescope by Don Ficken 

I am selling my beloved Celestron C8 SCT because I recently purchased a Celestron C11 HD Edge (a bigger version of this tele-
scope).  I am running out of room, and something must go! 

I am the original owner of this telescope and accessories which was my first telescope purchase.  The Celestron C8 Schmidt-
Cassegrain is one of the longest running continuously produced telescopes in history and a terrific telescope.  The full package in-
cludes everything needed to start using the telescope including cords and a rolling hard case with handle to protect the telescope 
during transport.  The solar filter is great option for daytime viewing of Sunspots and will be especially useful during the solar eclip-
ses of 2023 and 2024 eclipses which are just around the corner. 

I setup and tested this telescope in early April 2022 and it worked great.  The GPS synced quickly, and I achieved three-star align-
ment in minutes once the GPS connected.   

The telescope is used and therefore comes with minor blemishes that do not impact functionality.  There is a minor crack in the dew 
shield.  The latch that holds the hand controller to the mount does not work anymore so I simply 
let the hand controller dangle from the mount which works better anyway. 

St. Louis area pickup only.  For more information, contact Don Ficken at donaldfick-
en@sbcglobal.net.  
 
CORE PACKAGE: 

Celestron 8SE Nexstar – Retail $1,600 
203mm Schmidt-Cassegrain Telescope 2032mm Focal Length, f/10 Focal Ratio 
StarBright XLT Optical Coating System 
Single-Fork Motorized GoTo Alt-Az Mount 
25mm Eyepiece and StarPointer Finder 
SkyAlign Alignment Technology 
NexStar Computer Hand Controller 
40,000+ Object Database 
Stainless Steel Tripod 

Extras - Retail $1,000 
Celestron Corrector/Reducer F6.3 #94175 - $189.95 
Celestron SkyAlign GPS – Retail $189.95 
Celestron Solar Filter – 8” #94128 – Retail $69.95 
Celestron 8" SCT Dew Shield – Retail $25.00 
Celestron Rolling Hardcase – Retail $500.00 
FarpointAstro Bahtinov Mask for C8 – Retail $27.00 

 
Total Retail Value - $2,600 
 
OPTIONAL PURCHASE: 
Not included in the price is a Celestron Focus Motor for 
SCT and EdgeHD telescopes purchased for use when im-
aging.  Current retail value is $234.95.  I am willing to selling for $150.00. 

 

 

Optional Celestron AutoFocuser 

mailto:donaldficken@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donaldficken@sbcglobal.net
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Left and Below:   

A presentation of 
the Library  
Telescope program 
at the St. Louis 
Public Library on 
Monday, April 11th.  

John Strebeck and 
Richard Fefferman 
led the program.  

It’s great to be back 
with in-person out-
reach! 

Photos by Don 
Fickcen. 
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SLAS Executive Board Meeting Minutes 3/3/2022 

1.  Opening Activities a. Attendance: Jim Small, Mark Jones, Brad 
Waller, Brent Buch, Bill Winningham, Larry Campbell b. Open Meeting: 
meeting opened at 7:15pm c. Approval of last month’s meeting minutes 
approved. Jim motion second Larry minutes were approved d. Next 
Board meeting date: Dates for 2022: Apr 7, May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, Aug 4, 
Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1 Meetings will be via Zoom until further no-
tice:  

2.  Upcoming General Membership meeting topics: a. Speaker: 
Michael Lockwood. Action: Mark to send Lockwood’s email, phone 
number, mailing address to Jim Small b. Special Awards needed: none 
c. Speaker Press Release: Mark sent to Rich H. Action: Rich to create 
Press Release d. Special Business needed: none e. A101:  MSRAL and 
open Registration.  f.  Doorprizes: Vernal Equinox. McDonald subscrip-
tion, and SLAS membership, Toys from Lookin’ Up Optics g. Offer 
signed Milky Way posters by Jon Lomberg to sale to SLAS members 

3. SLAS Financial Report. One change to 2021 financials started 
taking accruals on Observatory, retro-active to October 2021. a. Bal-
ance Assets Sheet for Jan 2022 total $83,155; b. Profit/Loss report for 
2021 net income adjusted from $1794 to $963. Net Income for Jan 
2022 is -$586  c. Annual Budget meetings. Start in September 
d. Corporate filings:  every year in August form 990, Tax due May 15 of 
each year 

4. Speaker Committee a. 2022 Budget - $400, balance=$400 b. Up-
coming speakers:  Action: Brad needs shipping address and phone 
numbers for Jon Lomborg, Stephen Hummel, Michael Lockwood, 
George Silvis 
SLAS Monthly Meetings  Presentations 2021-2022              
Month  Name Topic Sponsor   
21-Jan-2022 Stephen Hummel Preserving the Night Sky  McDon-
ald Observatory 
18-Feb-2022 Kazumori Akiyama Event Horizon Telescope MIT    
18-Mar-2022 Michael Lockwood The Steps of Making a 
Mirror or Why I do it the way I do it 
15-Apr-2022 Open 
20-May-2022 George Silvis Very bright Milky Way supernova
 AAVSO member 
17-June-2022 Open 
15-Jul-2022 Open 
19-Aug-2022 Open 
16-Sep-2022 Open 
21-Oct-2022 Open 
18-Nov-2022 Brett McGuire TBA  MIT 
16-Dec-2022 Open 
d. Topics of interest - James Webb Space Telescope and speaker Katie 
Bouman on Event Horizon e. Stipends - none f. Travel - none  Action: 
Brad to send Greeting letter to Washington Univ. If this successful 
can send similar letter to UMSL and SLU 

5. Membership Initiatives a. 2022 Budget - $500, balance $500  b. 
Welcome Aboard Meetings c. Raffles d. Attendance prizes this month   

6. Membership Recognition  a. 2022 Budget $550, Balance $204 
(bought plaques for Special Recognition and NSN pins) b. NSN Out-
reach Awards: Presented at February Meeting.  Action: Brad and Jim 
Small to distribute the certificates and pins. c. Membership Report: The 
February 2022 membership report shows 206 members.  Action: Bill 
sent out second renewal notices for 2022, but not for older Jan-Nov 
2021 expired memberships. d. Member anniversary – Larry to purchase 
two 35-year pins for John B and Larry D. Pins have been purchased 
and mailed to the 2 members. Action: Larry will submit expenses for 
35yr pins, about $32  e. New Award program - $600 Start up 2020 
budget, balance $340 carry-over for perpetual plaques. Action: Jim ex-
pects perpetual plaques by March Meeting  1. Special Award Commit-
tee report:  Chairman – Larry Campbell, Jim Small, Mark Jones, Cook 
Feldman, Sharon Bertram, Fred Schovanez, Bill Neubert  
  2. New Award Policy and nomination process   
  3. Submittal deadlines: usually May/June 
Action: Larry Campbell will write article for March newsletter to solicit 
nominations for Special Awards to be received by May 21st  
  4. Nomination reviews: usually July/Aug  5. Award selection: usually 

Sep  6. Plaques purchased: usually October  7. Awards presented: usu-
ally December 

7. Outreach -  a. 2022 Budget - $620, balance $620 b. Member Train-
ing Program Status:  Per Mark Jones - Training materials for members 
related to Outreach are in a new folder in SLASDialogs. For Outreach, 
each member must complete the materials and then participate in 2 
Outreach events. Everyone who completes the training will be eligible 
for a SLAS volunteer badge and T-shirt. The idea is members can 
download and go thru the materials on their own or participate in Zoom 
training  Action: Mark to write article for newsletter about Outreach 
Training and how to get badge 
1. SLAS Outreach training materials  https://groups.io/g/

SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program 

 
c. Purchase of T-shirts for volunteers completed training. 10 Special 
Volunteer badges have been purchased  d. Purchase of lawn signs: 
none planned  e. Upcoming outreach events:  see Feb Newsletter 
f.  Outreach Awards/recognitions, usually in Feb  g. NSN Outreach 
hours 25 hours as of March 1st 

8. Old Business:  

9. New Business:  none Back in Jan 2014 and then again in 2017 
several of us floated the idea of an annual celebration of John Dob-
son, Sep 14th is his birthday. The thought was some kind of get togeth-
er of Dob owners to display and use their Dobs. It would be promoted to 
the public to encourage the many dob-owners in the area that don't 
actually belong to a local club to participate. We can offer the public tips 
on collimating, cleaning, and accessorizing their Dob and do some ob-
serving after dark. maybe get some new members as a result. There 
are 4 major club in the STL region. You all are members of those clubs. 
Would there be an interest in holding an event in 2022? Say Saturday 
Sep 17th? This event could be rotated between host clubs. Now that 
SLAS has an observatory site we would probably use Jefferson Col-
lege. EMDSO might use Big Blue or ECC college. ASEM possibly 
Brommelsieck. River Bend probably has a site of maybe SIU-E  We 
could give it a catchy name: Dobfest, Dobson-fest, Dobster fest, Dob 
Jam, Dobapolooza, Dobster Bash, Dob smash, Dob smack, Dob rally, 
or Dobson-Fest. How about combining Star-B-Q, on September 17th, 
with a Dobson-Fest where we invite general public to bring their Dobs 
for display, tips on cleaning and aligning? Action: Mark Jones to discuss 
with JCO Committee if we hold Dobson-Fest at College, Sep 17th 
Action: Mark setup Star-B-Q on Aug 20thand hold at JCO 

10. Other Committee Reports:  If needed MSRAL 2022: Dates will 
be June 3-5 at Washington University. Facility confirmed.  Jeff Gillis-
Davis will host with physics dept.  Preliminary pricing for convention 
fees are budgeted at: Registration $40 Lunch priced at $17 Banquet 
priced at $45 Star-B-Q priced at $25  The SLAS committee for the 
MSRAL2022 convention will Zoom meet again from 6-7pm on March 
9th.Below is the link for the meeting  https://zoom.us/j/8604505790  Any 
SLAS member is welcome to attend the committee meetings 
Arrangement for the facilities at Washington University and Jefferson 
College are complete. Caterers have been selected for all meals includ-
ing the banquet and Star-B-Q. The convention will be held Jun 3-5, 
2022.  We can now focus on recruiting speakers for talks, vendors for 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://groups.io/g/SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program
https://groups.io/g/SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program
https://zoom.us/j/8604505790
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door-prizes and exhibits.  We do need volunteers to help with 
these planning activities and also for the help we need during the 
convention to setup signs, tables and chairs and to greet the at-
tendees at the registration tables  If you would like to be added to 
our MSRAL2022 committee email list just send us a message at 
msral2022@slasonline.org 

A. SLSC Business: a. First Friday actions b. Other immediate 
business   Next first Friday is March 4th. Park by circle, set up 
near weather station outside Planetarium, start 6pm 

B. SLCL Business a. Annual contract – b. Upcoming events – 

C. Jefferson College Business:  a. Committee Meeting report:  
None 
b. Upcoming Outreach Event:  Sunday at the Observatory: 2022 
will be 1st Sunday of the month.  Add some special events. Jeffer-
son College Observatory Task Force meeting is Thursday, March 
10th at 10:00 a New JCO “Aim for the Stars” flyers have been cre-
ated and printed Don and Mark supporting JC campus tours for 
new students on Saturday March 5th Next “Aim for the Stars” is 
March 6 College is proceeding with construction of an internet 
building 50 feet north of dome  Jefferson College is funding the 
expansion of internet access on its campus. Fiber hard line of 
10gbs to an outbuilding located within 100 ft north of the observa-
tory. From this location, outdoor wireless will be pointed to dome 
area and beyond to the athletic fields. The college also is open to 
providing hardwired internet access at the outbuilding location for 
science equipment that is installed inside or attached to the out-
side. This connection could be programmed for public access. We 
expect to use wireless in the observatory dome to send/receive 
information including live-streaming of video programs and image-
ry. We have asked for guest network access to isolate from col-
lege domains. Our goal would be to install equipment on the out-
building to collect data and images. Jefferson College has asked 
us what do we need in terms of equipment, power, etc. We are 
hoping to attach an All-Sky camera, a Sky Quality Meter, a weath-
er station and possibly a meteor camera station. Internet should 
be available in early May 2022. Per Mark Jones. Training materi-
als for members related to the JCO observatory operator. For 
JCO training, each member will qualify as an Observatory Opera-
tor after completing the materials and 2 hours of on-site instruc-
tion. We only need 3 to 4 more members trained. This training will 
be offered to only a few members, Everyone who completes the 
training will be eligible for a JCO Observatory Operators badge 
and access keys to the Observatory. I have placed training mate-
rials on SLASDialogs. The idea is members can download and go 
thru the materials on their own or participate in Zoom training Ac-
tion: We have Star Party flyers for Francis Park, Gateway Arch 
and Jefferson College Observatory. Mark to send files to Board to 
print and handout  

1. SLAS Outreach training materials https://groups.io/g/
SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%
20Program 

D. Library Telescope Committee  a. Budget – $300, balance 
$300 b. Upcoming builds or maintenance events c. Maintenance 
budget - $100 d. Mileage re-imbursement – see above e. Promo-
tional materials - $200 maintenance events - 2/12/2022 had 10 
telescopes to repair and align. Thanks to John Beaury, Don Fick-
en, Cook Feldman, Rich Jennings, Randy Harrison, Larry Camp-

bell, Bill Neubert, Mark Jones.  

E. SLAS Social Events a. 2022 Budget - $300, balance $300 b. 
Homemade Fest - $100 budget  Drinks, Plates, cups and door-
prizes Jim has scheduled Homemade-Fest at Kirkwood Commu-
nity, April 23rd c. Star-B-Q - $200 budget  
 
For Star-B-Q I am thinking we could hold it at JCO. How does 
everyone feel about that? Board likes idea of using Jefferson Col-
lege  Action: Mark setup Star-B-Q on Aug 20thand hold at JCO 

Other 

F. SLAS Brochures  a. 2022 Budget $200, balance $200 
b. Quarter cards 

G. Loaner scope Program 
a. 2022 Budget - $100, balance $100  
b. New donations 1 more telescope 8” SCT Meade LX-90, Meade 
MAK ETX-90, tripod, eyepieces, 8” Meade LX-200 
c. Replacement Parts for the LPTs  
d. Items for sale several:  Gregg Gaines, Jim Small and Mark will 
get together Sunday March 6th to look at loaner scopes 

H. SLAS Library  
a. 2022 Budget - $500, Balance $500  
b. Other – new RASC 2022 Handbook  

I. Merchandise 

J. Telescope Making 

K. Newsletter 
a. 2022 Budget $600. Balance $600 

L. Website  -  
a. 2022 Budget $690, Balance $534 (expense paid so far in 2022 
to website budget $215.28) 

M. Social Networking   

Public Facebook Page: 1,579 likes, 1,799 followers Private Face-
book Page: 80 members,  Jefferson College Observatory Face-
book Page:  459 likes, 505 followers  Don Ficken is working on 
SLAS YouTube channel that we can live stream on. Our first 
event is May 15th lunar eclipse. Action: Brent mentioned we might 
have a slasonline channel. Brent will check for name and pass-
word  Action: Video recordings for SLAS meetings only accessible 
through July 2021. Brent will check and upload and activate video 
recording through Feb 2022 

N. Night Sky Network  

O. SLASdialogs - $110/yr comes out of Website budget  
168 members  
Starting to load more files on site and send emails to members to 
access files  

P. Dark Site   
Need to emphasize JCO site as alternative dark site Action: Mark 
to write article about using JCO patio site for observing and any 
rules to follow when using this space 

Q. Observing Programs   

R. Star Parties Donation:  $2.45 donation 

11. Closing Activities  Motion to adjourn Brad second Larry 
meeting adjourned 9:38pm 

(Continued from page 7) 

https://groups.io/g/SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program
https://groups.io/g/SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program
https://groups.io/g/SLASDialogs/files/SLAS%20Outreach%20Training%20Program
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We could use articles for the newsletter.  The following topics are fine for submission. 

1.  Star party reports.  Let us know how a star party you attended went!  Photos would be most 
welcome in addition to the article. 

2.  Observing reports.  Actually made it out observing?  Let us know how it went. Taken some as-
trophotos?  Please submit! 

3.  Bought something or built something?  How about a review or an article!   

Send to newsletter@slasonline.org 
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Upcoming Star Parties and 
Other Events 

For details on these and other upcoming events, 
check out the Night Sky Network Calendar linked 
on the Home Page for SLAS at  
http://www.slasonline.org  

SLAS Executive Board Meetings All meetings are on 
First Thursdays unless noted.  Note: Board meetings 
will be via Zoom until further notice. Dates for 2022: 
May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, Aug 4, Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1  

SLAS Dark Sky Observing Dates  April 30, May 28, 
June 25, July 23, July 30, Aug 27, Sept 24, Oct 22, Nov 
26, Dec 17 

Francis Park Events: These events are on Wednes-
days of the week nearest the first quarter Moon   
May 4, June 8, July 6, August 3, August 31, Sept 28, 
Oct 5,  

Aim for the Stars Public events held on 1st Sun-
days at the  Jefferson College Observatory and Patio.  
May 1, June 5, July 3, Aug 7, Sept 4, Oct 2, Nov 6, Dec 
4 

Stargazing at the Arch Events for the public held at 
the Gateway Arch 
May 28, June 12, July 10, Aug 14, Sept 3, Oct 8 

Sky Orienteering Events  For members who want to 
gather and do some relaxed observing at Babler State 
Park (BSP) or at the Jefferson College Observatory 
(JCO)  Please RSVP if you plan to come! 
April 24 (BSP), May 1 (JCO), June 26 (BSP), July 3 
(JCO), Sept 4 (JCO),  
Nov 6 (JC)),  

SLSC Public Telescope Viewing Events:  These 
events are held the first Friday of the month 
Planetarium shows start at 7pm   
On hold until further notice due to Covid 19 

Pattonville Observatory Public Viewing Dates 
See you next year!  Maybe! 
Broemmelsiek Astronomy Park Public Viewing 
Every Friday 

UMSL Observatory 
For directions and map 
http://www.umsl.edu/~physics/About%20the%
20Department/astro.html   All sessions include 
viewing of 1st quarter Moon with additional ob-
jects  Skywatch Hotline: 314-516-5706  
Saturdays:  
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  April 

2 Sat  SLAS Dark Sky Observing 
3 Sun  Aim for the Stars (JCO) 
4 Mon  Constellation Tour #78 
6 Wed  Francis Park Stargazing 
6 Wed  Manchester Parks Fussner Park 
7 Thur SLAS Board Meeting 
9 Sat  Cub Scouts at Babler 
11 Mon St Louis Public Library 
11 Mon Constellation Tour #79 
15 Fri  SLAS Regular Meeting 
18 Mon Constellation Tour #80 
21 Thur SLAS New Member Zoom Chat 
23 Sat  SLAS Homemade Fest 
24 Sun SLAS Orienteering at Babler 
28 Thur Wild Horse Elementary 
30 Sat  SLAS Dark Sky Observing 

  May 

1 Sun  Aim for the Stars - JCO 
1 Sun  Sky Orienteering—JCO 
2 Mon  Constellation Tour 81 
4 Wed  Francis Park Stargazing 
5 Thur SLAS Board Meeting 
6 Fri  SLSC First Friday 
6 Fri  Snores & Smores 
7 Sat  National Astronomy Day 
7 Sat  Crestwood Park 
9 Mon  Constellation Tour 882  
15 Sun Total Lunar Eclipse Viewing at JCO 
28 Sat  Stargazing at the Gateway Arch 
28 Sat  SLAS Dark Sky Observing 

  June 

2 Thur SLAS Board Meeting 
3-5  MSRAL Convention 
3 Fri  SLSC First Friday 
5 Sun  Aim for the Stars - JCO 
 

For other events, watch the calendar on the 
website.  Virtual stargazing events and other 
online activities will be registered there.  We 
hope you can join us for some of these activi-

LET US KNOW YOU ARE COMING! 

To RSVP for any of these events log in to the 
Night Sky Network and submit your RSVP.  If 
the event is canceled, you will be notified imme-
diately according to the preferences you have 
selected.    

SLAS Merchandise Available 

SLAS merchandise is now set up for embroidery 
at Headz n Threadz at www.headznthreadz.com 

There is now only one location: 
1065 Regency Parkway, St. Charles MO 63303 
Telephone: 314.528-8100 
sales@headznthreadz.com 
Simply take the garment, hat, etc you wish to 
have embroidered and they will take care of it.  
They have the SLAS logo on file.  You may make modifications to 
the colors if you wish. 

SLAS Logo is also available at www.Infini-tees.com  

http://www.slasonline.org
http://www.umsl.edu/~physics/About%20the%20Department/astro.html
http://www.umsl.edu/~physics/About%20the%20Department/astro.html
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SLAS OFFICERS 

President   Jim Small   314-307-0692 
president at slasonline.org 

Vice President   Bradley R Waller   314-481-7250 
vicepresident at slasonline.org 

Secretary  Mark Jones  636-394-2342 
secretary at slasonline.org 

Treasurer  Bill Winningham, (Don Ficken - membership)
treasurer at slasonline.org   636-357-2763 
 
Hospitality Larry Campbell  636-244-2867  
hospitality at slasonline.org 

Board Members at Large: 

 

  John Newcomer  314-496-4636 
board22 at slasonline.org 
  Tom Nickelson  314-346-9565 
board23 at slasonline.org 

  Brent Buch  314-239-0329 

board24 at slasonline.org 

 

 

ALCOR  Bill Winningham  636-357-2763                    
(Astronomical  League Correspondent )   
treasurer at slasonline.org 

MSRAL Rep.         Jim Small                     314-909-7211                   
msral_rep at astroleague.org 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Dark Site Coordinator    Mark Jones        636-394-2342 
darksite at slasonline.org 

Librarian   Jim Small  314-909-7211 
librarian at slasonline.org 

Library Telescope Program  Don Ficken 636-851-9630 
librarytelescope at slasonline.org 
Loaner Equipment Greg Gaines 314-277-3082 
loaner at slasonine.org  
Merchandise   Vacant   
merchandise at slasonline.org 
Membership Don Ficken  636-225-0269 
membership at slasonline.org 
Newsletter Editor Jim Small 314-909-7211 
newsletter at slasonline.org 
Observing Programs      Mark Jones 636-394-2342 
observing at slasonline.org 
Publicity          Rich Heuermann  314-962-9231 
publicity at slasonline.org 
Recognition  Larry Campbell  636-244-2867 
recognition at slasonline.org 
Social Media Vacant 
‘SLASdialogs’ Moderator    Mark Jones, Rhonda Whelan 
dialogsmoderator at yahoo.com 
Star Party Coordinator   Bill Breeden 314-276-3613 
starparty at slasonline.org 
Telescope Making    Bill Davis, Jim Melka  314-469-3061       
telescope at slasonline.org  

Webmaster  Jim Small                314-909-7211 
webmaster at slasonline.org 

SLAS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Name: Last  __________________________________________________________ 

First, Middle Initial _______________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code  ___________________________________________________ 

email address   ___________________________________________________ 

Youth @ $10.00 / 1 year (18 yrs or younger)    $________________            

Individual @ $25.00 / 1 year                     $________________ 

Family @ $40.00/1 year                          $________________    

Publications with discount available with your SLAS membership: 

Sky and Telescope @ $43.95 / 1 year  $________________ 

(S&T may also be renewed at their website:  
http://www.skyandtelescope.com) 

Astronomy @ $34.00 / 1 year   $________________    

   TOTAL ENCLOSED   $_________________ 

Check all that apply: 

___ Renewal       

___ Address Change Only 

___ Please send my newsletter by regular mail 

___ New Member! 

Please send completed form with check (no 
cash please) made payable to  

St Louis Astronomical Society 

Don Ficken, Membership 
 13024 Barrett Crossing CT 

St. Louis, MO 63122  

THE EVENT HORIZON     



 

 

St. Louis Astronomical Society 

Jim Small 
13128 Cozyhill Drive 
St. Louis, MO  63122 

 

Who We Are and What We Do  
St. Louis Astronomical Society is a not-for-profit organization established in 
1936.   SLAS is devoted to the interest and advancement of the science of 
astronomy.  Our mission is to promote an understanding of the science of 
astronomy to our members and to the public.  Membership is open to any-
one with an interest in astronomy. 
 
For more information contact any SLAS officer or visit our website listed 
above. SLAS is affiliated with the Astronomical League, Night Sky Network 
and the Mid-States Region of the Astronomical League. 
 
Meetings are held the 3rd Friday of each month at McDonnell Hall at  
Washington University.  See the map to the right for directions. 

We’re on the Web! 
http://www.slasonline.org 

Follow us on  
Twitter: @stlastro 

Facebook: @stlastro 
 

Chaplain  

Devoted to the Interest and Advancement of the Science of Astronomy 

ST. LOUIS ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

http://www.slasonline.org

