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Welcome to this month’s eNewsletter. Summer is here and it is a perfect time to check out a 

telescope from your local library. Visit or call your library and ask about the program. If you live 

in St. Louis County, go to the SLCL webpage to find out how to check out a telescope. 

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes 

Don’t forget our next Jefferson College Observatory telescope viewing will be Saturday June 20, 

2026 and Monday, June 29. The events start at sunset, so check local times. Please remember 

we are dependent on the weather, and we may need to cancel due to rain, or storms.  

Useful links to all our calendar events and many other links are at the bottom of this 

eNewsletter.  

What’s in the Sky for June 

June will see the rise of the summer Milky Way in the east. The days close to New Moon are 

the best times to look for the Milky Way. The Summer Triangle stars of Vega, Deneb and Altair 

are low in the east; and Antares low in the southeast after evening twilight ends. We say 

goodbye to the Spring stars like Regulus; and the last Winter stars like Capella and Castor and 

Pollux as they set soon after sunset. Meanwhile the Big Dipper will remain nearly high in the 

northwest; with bright stars Arcturus (Boötes), Spica (Virgo) in the south after dark.   

The June night sky features a Full Moon on the 29th (Strawberry Moon), this Full Moon will 

occur near the apogee, and is sometimes called a “mini-Moon”. New Moon is on the 14th, and 

First Quarter Moon on the 21st.  

This month, Venus continues to shine in the western sky after sunset, gradually climbing higher 

each evening. Though a telescope, you can make out Venus’ gibbous phase, similar to our 

Moon when it is almost full.  

Jupiter is dropping lower in the western sky each night, but its 4 Galilean Moons are still visible 

in 10X binoculars. Through a telescope, Jupiter’s cloud bands can be seen and the view of the 

Moons are much easier to see.  

On June 8-10, Venus and Jupiter will make a bright pair in the Western Sky. On June 16th 

Mercury will be very low on the western horizon right after sunset, Mercury can be seen below 

the crescent Moon, with Jupiter to the upper left.  On June 17th, the crescent Moon will pass in 

front of Venus. This is a daytime event, so you will need binoculars or a telescope to view Venus 

next the Moon. Venus disappears behind the Moon at 2:20pm and reappears at 3:45pm. 

Remember to do not point your telescope or binoculars near the Sun and adults should always 

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes


 
 
monitor children when they are using a telescope in the daytime. One June 19th, Venus will pass 

near the Beehive star cluster, binoculars are necessary to see the cluster.  

Saturn (in Pisces) and Mars (in Taurus) are visible in the early morning sky, before sunrise. On 

June 13th before sunrise, Mars and the Moon will be close to the Pleiades star cluster, right 

above the eastern horizon.  

The Boötes Meteor Shower will peak on June 21–22. This meteor shower is produced by debris 

from the periodic comet 7P/Pons-Winnecke, discovered by Jean-Louis Pons in 1819 and later 

rediscovered by Friedrich August Theodor Winnecke, giving the comet its name.  

 

2026 Jefferson College Observatory Observing Events 

In addition to our monthly “Aim for the Stars” observing events on Saturday nights, we have 

added “Shoot for the Moon” observing events on Monday nights. “Aim for the Stars” may 

include observing the Moon, but also planets, stars, clusters and nebula depending on the 

season. “Shoot for the Moon” events are scheduled to ensure the Moon will be visible, SO we 

can focus on our nearest neighbor, the Moon, and imagine its future exploration. As part of our 

“Shoot for the Moon” program we will also look at planets, stars, clusters and nebula, but also 

offer visitors a chance to learn about the Library Telescope Program (LTP). Visitors can learn 

how to use the library telescope before they check one out from their local library.  

“Aim for the Stars”, Saturday dates for 2026 – June 20, July 18, August 15, September 26, 

October 17, November 21, December 19. 

“Shoot for the Moon”, Monday dates for 2026 – June 29, July 27, September 21, November 16. 

There will be a special Thursday, August 27, “Shoot for the Moon” night, scheduled during a 

Partial Eclipse of the Moon, more details will be published in our August 2026 eNewsletter.  

You can download a copy of our 2026 schedule at this link: https://tinyurl.com/7ey9bkka 

Useful Links 

SLAS/JCO eNewsletter Signup Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory/enewsletter 

SLAS Calendar Page - https://www.slasonline.org/calendar 

Google Map link to Observatory: https://tinyurl.com/JCObservatory. 

Monthly Sky Map Link - https://skymaps.com/ 

SLAS Resources Page - https://www.slasonline.org/resources 

SLAS Observing Tips Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observing/tips-and-resources 

Jefferson College Observatory website – https://www.jeffco.edu/Observatory 

Jefferson College Observatory Facebook - www.facebook.com/JCObservatory 
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SLAS Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stlastro/ 

SLAS – JCO website - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory 

SLAS Library Telescope Program Page - https://www.slasonline.org/outreach/library-telescope 

National Library Telescope Program Website - https://www.librarytelescope.org/ 

St. Louis County Library telescope webpage - https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-

of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes 
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