™ Jefferson College Observatory
" .Jeffelgoln'ﬂ_

. Coligs, } eNewsletter

January 2026

Founded 1936

WELCOME

Welcome to this month’s eNewsletter. Don’t forget our next Jefferson College Observatory
telescope viewing will be Saturday, January 17 and Monday January 26, 2026. The events start
at sunset, so check local times. Please remember we are dependent on the weather, and we

may need to cancel due to rain, snow or cold.

Useful links to all our calendar events and many other links are at the bottom of this
eNewsletter.

What'’s in the Sky for January

The January 2026 night sky will feature Quadrantid meteor shower around January 3-4, the
bright planet Jupiter reaching opposition on January 10, and a lineup of four bright planets
visible in the evenings.

Jupiter reaches opposition on January 10 and will be visible all night. It rises in the east at
sunset and reaches its peak brightness for the year on January 10. It will be in the constellation
Gemini. Saturn, in the constellation of Pisces, will be visible in the west after sunset, setting
around 10 PM. It is located in the constellation Pisces. Venus sets with the Sun and is not visible
for most of the month. Mars also sets with the Sun, so it is not visible in the night sky. Uranus
will be close to the Pleiades star cluster for most of 2026, you will need binoculars or a
telescope to see it.

Full Moon will occur on January 3, and will be a “SuperMoon”, one of the largest of 2026, when
the Moon comes within 360,000 Km from the Earth. This Full Moon is also called the “Wolf
Moon”. Last Quarter Moon will occur on January 10; New Moon on January 18; and First
Quarter Moon on January 25.

Orion (The Hunter) is prominent in the eastern sky, featuring the bright red supergiant
Betelgeuse and the blue-white supergiant Rigel. Orion's belt points towards Sirius, the brightest
star in the entire sky. Other bright constellations high in the sky include Taurus (The Bull),
Auriga (The Charioteer), and Gemini (The Twins). Notable deep-sky objects visible include the
Orion Nebula (M42), the Andromeda Galaxy (M31), the Pleiades and Beehive star clusters, all
best viewed with binoculars or a small telescope.



2026 Jefferson College Observatory Observing Events

In addition to our monthly “Aim for the Stars” observing events on Saturday nights, we have
added “Shoot for the Moon” observing events on Monday nights. “Aim for the Stars” may
include observing the Moon, but also planets, stars, clusters and nebula depending on the
season. “Shoot for the Moon” events are scheduled to ensure the Moon will be visible, SO we
can focus on our nearest neighbor, the Moon, and imagine its future exploration. As part of our
“Shoot for the Moon” program we will also look at planets, stars, clusters and nebula, but also
offer visitors a chance to learn about the Library Telescope Program (LTP). Visitors can learn
how to use the library telescope before they check one out from their local library.

“Aim for the Stars”, Saturday dates for 2026 — January 17, February 21, March 21, April 18, May
16, June 20, July 18, August 15, September 26, October 17, November 21, December 19.

“Shoot for the Moon”, Monday dates for 2026 — January 26, March 2, March 30, April 27, May
25, June 29, July 27, September 21, November 16. There will be a special Thursday, August 27,
“Shoot for the Moon” night, scheduled during a Partial Eclipse of the Moon, more details will be
published in our August 2026 eNewsletter.

Useful Links

SLAS/JCO eNewsletter Signup Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory/enewsletter

SLAS Calendar Page - https://www.slasonline.org/calendar

Google Map link to Observatory: https://tinyurl.com/JCObservatory.

Monthly Sky Map Link - https://skymaps.com/

SLAS Resources Page - https://www.slasonline.org/resources

SLAS Observing Tips Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observing/tips-and-resources

Jefferson College Observatory website — https://www.jeffco.edu/Observatory

Jefferson College Observatory Facebook - www.facebook.com/JCObservatory

SLAS Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stlastro/

SLAS — JCO website - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory

SLAS Library Telescope Program Page - https://www.slasonline.org/outreach/library-telescope

National Library Telescope Program Website - https://www.librarytelescope.org/
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