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Welcome to this month’s eNewsletter. Summer is here and it is a perfect time to check out a 

telescope from your local library. Visit or call your library and ask about the program. If you live 

in St. Louis County, go to the SLCL webpage to find out how to check out a telescope. 

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes 

Don’t forget our next Jefferson College Observatory telescope viewing will be Saturday August 

15, 2026. We will also host a special Perseid Meteor Shower viewing event on August 12th and 

a Lunar Eclipse viewing event on August 27th. These events start at sunset, so check local 

times. Please remember we are dependent on the weather, and we may need to cancel due to 

rain, or storms.  

Do you plan to travel to dark skies this Summer? Missouri State Parks host numerous public 

Dark Sky programs, featuring trained interpretive staff and guest astronomers. These free 

stargazing events—often held in partnership with university astronomy departments 

https://mostateparks.com/astronomy 

Useful links to all our calendar events and many other links are at the bottom of this 

eNewsletter.  

What’s in the Sky for August 

August is one of the finest months of the year for skywatching. Warm evenings, the annual 

Perseid Meteor Shower, the rich star fields of the Milky Way. From a dark location away from 

city lights, the Milky Way appears as a broad river of faint light extending from Sagittarius in the 

south, through Scutum, Aquila, Cygnus, Cassiopeia, and into Perseus in the northeast. 

Binoculars reveal countless star clusters and dark dust lanes. In August, the Summer Milky Way 

has high in the south after dark. The days closest to New Moon are the best times to look for 

the Milky Way, try getting to a dark sky location between August 8 and 15. Go to 

DarkSkyMissouri for helpful observing tips.  

https://darkskymissouri.org/resources/view-the-milky-way 

The Summer Triangle stars of Vega (Lyra), Deneb (Cygnus) and Altair (Aquila) are now high 

overhead; and Antares (Scorpius) is in the southwest after evening twilight ends. Meanwhile 

the Big Dipper will remain high in the northwest; with bright stars Arcturus (Boötes), Spica 

(Virgo) in the west after dark.   

The August night sky features a Full Moon on the 27th (Sturgeon Moon). The partial Lunar 

Eclipse on the 27th, will begin at 9:35pm, maximum eclipse will be at 11:14pm and the eclipse 

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes
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will end at 12:53pm. New Moon is on the 12th, and First Quarter Moon on the 19th. Around 

the time of New Moon, the Perseid Meteor Shower will be visible. The meteors originate from 

dust left behind by Comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle. The night of August 12th the shower is likely 

produce its best displays shortly before dawn, when its radiant point is highest. 

In the early hours of August 5th, a Falcon 9 booster should impact the Moon’s surface near the 

eastern limb. Impact should occur around 1:34am, professional astronomers will be observing 

the Moon for any impact flash or ejecta plume. Amateur astronomers using the telescopes are 

welcome to try their luck as well.  

Venus continues to dominate the western sky. Use a telescope to see the almost half-

illuminated disk of Venus, looking like a tiny first quarter moon. Venus reaches “Greatest 

Eastern Elongation” on August 15th, after this date, Venus will begin its drop closer to the Sun 

before passing into the morning sky in October.  

Jupiter is now a morning object and on August 11th Jupiter, the Moon and Mercury will be 

visible low on the eastern horizon before sunrise. We won’t see Jupiter back in the evening sky 

until February 2027.  

Mars also remains a morning object. On August 3rd, Mars will pass near the Crab Nebula in 

Taurus. The Moon and Mars will be close together on August 8th and on August 9th, Mars and 

the dwarf planet Ceres will be slightly more than 1 degree apart, use binoculars to see Ceres. 

From August 14th to 16th, Mars will pass near the open cluster M35 in Gemini. Mars will remain 

a morning object until early 2027, and will reach opposition on February 19, 2027.  

Just after midnight on August 7th, the rising Moon will be seen near the Pleiades star cluster. 

With a telescope you should be able to see the Moon occult some of the stars in the Pleiades.  

Saturn remains a morning object and will not be seen in the evening until it reaches opposition 

on October 4th.  Early morning on August 3rd and again on August 31st, the Moon and Saturn will 

be close together in the southern sky.  

 

2026 Jefferson College Observatory Observing Events 

In addition to our monthly “Aim for the Stars” observing events on Saturday nights, we have 

added “Shoot for the Moon” observing events on Monday nights. “Aim for the Stars” may 

include observing the Moon, but also planets, stars, clusters and nebula depending on the 

season. “Shoot for the Moon” events are scheduled to ensure the Moon will be visible, SO we 

can focus on our nearest neighbor, the Moon, and imagine its future exploration. As part of our 

“Shoot for the Moon” program we will also look at planets, stars, clusters and nebula, but also 

offer visitors a chance to learn about the Library Telescope Program (LTP). Visitors can learn 

how to use the library telescope before they check one out from their local library.  

“Aim for the Stars”, Saturday dates for 2026 – August 15, September 26, October 17, November 

21, December 19. 



 
 
“Shoot for the Moon”, Monday dates for 2026 – September 21, November 16. There will be a 

special Thursday, August 27, “Shoot for the Moon” night, scheduled during a Partial Eclipse of 

the Moon, more details will be published in our August 2026 eNewsletter.  

You can download a copy of our 2026 schedule at this link: https://tinyurl.com/7ey9bkka 

 

Useful Links 

SLAS/JCO eNewsletter Signup Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory/enewsletter 

SLAS Calendar Page - https://www.slasonline.org/calendar 

Google Map link to Observatory: https://tinyurl.com/JCObservatory. 

Monthly Sky Map Link - https://skymaps.com/ 

SLAS Resources Page - https://www.slasonline.org/resources 

SLAS Observing Tips Page - https://www.slasonline.org/observing/tips-and-resources 

Jefferson College Observatory website – https://www.jeffco.edu/Observatory 

Jefferson College Observatory Facebook - www.facebook.com/JCObservatory 

SLAS Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/stlastro/ 

SLAS – JCO website - https://www.slasonline.org/observatory 

SLAS Library Telescope Program Page - https://www.slasonline.org/outreach/library-telescope 

National Library Telescope Program Website - https://www.librarytelescope.org/ 

St. Louis County Library telescope webpage - https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-

of-things/outdoor-activities/telescopes 

McDonnell Planetarium Telescope Viewing - https://www.slsc.org/event-overview/public-

telescope-viewing/ 

Missouri State Parks host numerous public Dark Sky programs - 

https://mostateparks.com/astronomy 
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